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Jonquiére, February 12, 2024

Re: Letter of Support for the First Phosphate’s Mining and Processing Plant Project
g

Dear Sir/Madame:

| am writing to request consideration for First Phosphate's application to develop a phosphate mine in the
Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean region, as well as a lithium-iron-phosphate (LFP) battery industry through the

operation of a phosphoric acid processing plant at Port Saguenay.

In the current context of climate change, all efforts to undertake the energy transition in a concrete way
must be supported and encouraged. In this respect, phosphate is a key element in the development of
the battery industry. Not only are LFP batteries non-toxic and have the advantage of superior fire
protection, but they also contribute directly towards the green-energy transition. They provide the
electric vehicle sector with environmentally-friendly batteries through their production process powered

by our clean Quebec hydroelectric grid.

Thanks to the availability of phosphate (amongst the purest 1% in the world), our region has the potential
to establish itself as a true leader in the energy transition, all through the development of a LFP battery
industry. What's more, the development of First Phosphate's project facilities could contribute to the
diversification of our regional economy with the potential to help create an additional 1,000 to 10,000

jobs in Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean.

This is why, as MP for the federal riding of Jonquiére, | support a project as important as that of First

Phosphate for the development of LFP battery in the Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean region.



Yours sincerely,

Mario Simard

Député de Jonquitre

Porte-parole du Bloc Québécois en matiere de Ressources naturelles et d’Energie
Porte-parole du Bloc Québécois aux Affaires intergouvernementales



